Medicaid Medical Care Advisory Committees (MCAC)
The Basics for Consumers
What is a MCAC?
Does a State have to have a MCAC?

Who should be on the MCAC?
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Who picks the MCAC members?
The Medical Care Advisory Committee (MCAC) is a group of people that gives advice to the State Medicaid agency’s director about health and medical services.  The MCAC can be an important voice for consumers who want to make Medicaid work right.

Yes!  If a state has a Medicaid program, it must have a MCAC.  Every state has a Medicaid program.

The MCAC has to include:

· Members of consumers’ groups

· Medicaid recipients

· Consumer organizations, like labor unions and cooperatives

· Doctors

· Other health professionals like nurses who understand what low-income people need, what is available for low-income people’s health care.

· The director of the welfare department or the public health department—whichever one does not run the Medicaid agency.

The director of the Medicaid agency or a higher state official has to pick the MCAC members.

What should the MCAC do?

How should the MCAC work?

Who pays for the MCAC?

How can I learn more about MCACs?
The MCAC must have the chance to:

· Help develop Medicaid policies

· Give ideas about how the program should be run

· Support the role of recipients in the Medicaid program

· Review and make comments on HMO marketing materials.

The Medicaid agency has to:

· Give staff help to the MCAC to help with things like copying

· Offer financial help to MCAC members to make it possible for them to take part in the MCAC

· Provide for independent technical help, as needed, to help the MCAC to make effective recommendations.

The MCAC is part of the administrative costs of the State Medicaid program.  Federal funding will cover half of the cost of the MCAC’s work.

The National Health Law Program can give you more information.  Please contact one of our offices: 

Chapel Hill, North Carolina:

(919) 968-6771

 or Los Angeles, California

(310) 204-6010.

There is no charge for our services.
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Sources:  42 U.S.C. §§ 1396a(a)(4), 1396u-2(d)(2)(A)(ii); 42 C.F.R. § 431.12
8 National Health Law Program, Nov. 2004
