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Medicaid – Fast Facts 
 

Medicaid provides health care to low income and underserved populations, most of 
whom have nowhere else to turn. It supports children, pregnant women, people with 
disabilities and older individuals as well as their families and communities. The federal 
government pays an average of 57% of the costs. 

Medicaid supports older adults and people with disabilities – Medicaid provides health 
coverage to 16 million people with disabilities and older adults.  

 Medicaid is tailored to meet the needs of low-income populations and thus covers many 
vital services not covered by Medicare or most other insurance, most notably long-term 
services and supports (including nursing homes).  

 Medicaid pays for approximately two-thirds of all long-term services and supports. 
 
Medicaid supports children – Medicaid covers health services for nearly 36 million children 
living in or near poverty (1 in every 4 children).  

 Medicaid is a lifeline for two-thirds of the three million children in the United States 
who have medically complex conditions. 

 Medicaid is the go-to health insurance for abused and neglected children in state foster 
care systems, as well as for many children with developmental and other disabilities.  

 
Medicaid supports women – Medicaid provides coverage to nearly 17 million non-elderly 
adult women.  

 Medicaid covers nearly half of all US births.  

 Medicaid finances nearly three-quarters of all publicly funded family planning 
services nationwide. Publicly funded family planning is cost effective, saving over $7.00 
for every dollar spent. 

 Medicaid provides coverage for treatment of breast and cervical cancer for women up 
to 250% FPL. 

 
Medicaid supports people of color & underserved communities. 

 Medicaid is an important source of health coverage for people of color, who represent 
58% of non-elderly Medicaid enrollees.  

 More people in rural areas (21%) are enrolled in Medicaid compared to metropolitan 
areas (16%). 

 Medicaid promotes health equity and prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
ethnicity, language, immigration status, age, disability status, and gender. 

 
Medicaid supports people with HIV/AIDS. 

 Medicaid is the single largest source of health care for people with HIV/AIDS and covers 
nearly half of all people getting regular treatment for HIV, many of whom were covered 
only due to the ACA's Medicaid expansion. 

 States that expand Medicaid are able to shift over half of the individuals currently 
enrolled in the ADAPs into the Medicaid expansion, thereby freeing up ADAP funding for 
improved HIV/AIDS care in the state. Medicaid supports community health clinics and 
reduces their uncompensated care costs. 
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Medicaid supports people with substance use disorders. 

 Medicaid is the single largest source of coverage for behavioral health services, 
including SUD treatment.  

 Of the 20.2 million adults in the U.S. with a SUD, 23% are covered by Medicaid, 
including 1.2 million who have recently gained coverage in states that adopted the 
Medicaid expansion.  

 In states that expanded Medicaid, the uninsured share of substance use or mental 
health disorder hospitalizations fell from about 20% in the fourth quarter of 2013 to about 
5% by mid-2015. 
 

Medicaid supports schools – Schools receive roughly $4 billion in Medicaid funding per year. 

 Medicaid pays for some health services for children under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) through an individualized education program (IEP) or 
individualized family service program (IFSP). 

 Two-thirds of Medicaid funding supports health professionals and other specialized 
instructional support personnel (e.g., speech-language pathologists, audiologists, 
occupational therapists, school psychologists, school social workers, and school nurses) 
who provide comprehensive health and mental health services to students. 

 
Medicaid provides quality care. 

 Eight-eight percent of enrollees are satisfied with their health coverage under the ACA’s 
expansion of Medicaid to low income adults. 

 Ninety-two percent are very or somewhat satisfied with their plan doctors. 
 
Medicaid supports states and their economies – On average, the federal government pays 
57% of state’s Medicaid costs (and much higher for certain populations and services). 

 Medicaid – and particularly the Medicaid expansion – has significantly reduced states 
payments for public health, substance use disorder and mental health costs. 

 Money spent on services and payments to health care providers is spent in local 
communities, further bolstering their economies. 

 

Changing the financing of Medicaid from a guarantee (or "entitlement") to a per capita cap 

threatens everyone -- enrollees who receive services, health care providers who provide care 

through Medicaid, families who can live and work without the worries of providing expensive 

care to a child with a debilitating illness or an older adult who needs home care or nursing home 

care, and all of our communities which benefit from the jobs created and the federal money 

flowing into our states. Per capita caps will shift significant risk to the states and result in cuts to 

eligibility, services and provider payments. No one can afford these changes. 
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